[Alcoholic ketoacidosis].
Alcoholic ketoacidosis is seen in chronic alcoholics who have been starving for days. This was the case in the present patient who had metabolic acidosis on admission. The differential diagnoses are primarily diabetic ketoacidosis, intoxication (salicylate, methanol, ethylene glycol and fenformin), lactate acidosis, hunger-induced ketoacidosis and uraemia. Treatment should consist of intravenous glucose and correction of the dehydration with isotonic sodium chloride.